March 2, 1990 LB 880

that our doctor of the day comes to us fromLincoln. nder the
north  balcony, Dr. James Bl ongren. Dr. Bl omgren, would you
please stand and be recognized. Also under the north balcony,

guests of Senator Dierks fromEw ng, Nebraska, Marge Geen, gug
from Chanbers, Nebraska, Pat Watson. Would you folks please
stand andbe recognized. Thankyou. We'e pleased to have you
with us today. Also a very brief’ gnnouncement LB 1055 W]hiCh
follows 880 will not be discussed today, LB 1055 is renmoved from
the agenda tenporarily. Mr. Clerk, to LB 880.

CLERK: Mr . President, LB 880 was a bill introduced by Senators
Chi zek, Hall, Ashford, Lindsay, Kristensen. (Readtit le.) The
bill was introduced on January3 of this year, referred to the
Judiciary Committee. The bill was advanced to General File. I
have no amendnments to the bill at this time, M. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recogni zes Senator Chizek, please.

SENATOR CHIZEK: Speaker col | eagues, LB 880, as you just
heard, increases the numbers Y two to the...from4s to so
allocated by the Judicial Resources Conmission and it's very
simlar to the bill that we had | ast year. There is not

doubt that additional personnel would |let the courts probably
cope nuch better with things that have come to pass
example, in Douglas County we' ve seen a casei ncrease annuaFPy
from approximately 6,000 in 1972 to 10,281 in 'go.

71 percent increase and that probably just tells JUSt a part 01{jI
the story. The nature and the conplexity has changed. we'
dealing with medical and |egal nalpractice, product liabili ty,
hazardous material, personal injuries are now very commonpla

On the crimnal side there has been a tremendous incfease In %?fe
drug offenses. Now it could probably, this situation could
exist In any COUnty, but | woul d expect t hat the conmm ssi on
woul d target the allocation to the area of greatest need. |
think at | east one would be in Douglas County, but t hat
determnation is up to the commission. |goking at the statew de
situation, the district court sent to each of you materi al s
outlining, in their opinion, the need for help so

into that. | think this is the first step in tryi ng to acqu?re
sone of the help that areas of the court need {5 pmintain its
l'evel of case management. sSone of you may have seen the story,
I"'mtrying to find i't, about two weezs ago in the weekend paper
about the caseload and the problems suggests very strong|y,
col l eagues, that they are close to disnissing certain crimnal
cases because of time frame. sSo | would urge your adoption in
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